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There are roughly 20,000 prisoners who have no last address or they’re from out of state, Assemblyman Jack McEneny, D-Albany, said following a meeting of the LATFOR panel today. 

Under the 2010 law that’s now the subject of a lawsuit by Senate Republicans, the prisoners are being dropped from the redistricting plan. 

“About 20,000 just aren’t getting counted at all,” McEneny said. “They’re homeless, they’re out of state prisoners, they have an address like “The Bronx” that’s where they come from 20 years ago. That’s no good to us. They don’t have an address at all.
He added: “I think it would have an effect — larger numbers on a Senate district. But in the big picture it’s not going to make much of a difference.”

While that isn’t much in the grand scheme of things, it could have subtle differences for the sprawling rural districts of upstate that are impacted most by the law passed last year requiring prisoners be counted in their last known address. 

“I think it would have an effect in larger numbers on a Senate district,” he said. “But in the big picture it’s not going to make much of a difference.”

There are roughly 57,000 people incarcerated in New York. 

But the prison count isn’t the only complication in an already complex task of redistricting, a lawmaker-driven process which will produce a product that Gov. Andrew Cuomo has vowed to veto. The drawn-out process, and the expected lawsuits, is also happening as the Department of Justice is getting ready to force New York to hold its primary as early as Aug. 18 in order to comply with the federal MOVE Act. 

The Department of Defense denied a waiver for New York this week, setting up a legal showdown in federal court. 

Sen. Michael Nozzolio, the Republican leader on the panel, called the DOD’s decision “cavalier” because of the cost to local governments. Senate Republicans support an August primary. 

“They obviously did not listen to the testimony we listened to,” he said. 
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